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1.1

Introduction

Dacorumds Local Pl an

The Site Allocations is the second of the documents that will make up the
Boroughdéds new | ocal pl an. The first
adopted in September 2013. The local plan is the collective name for a series of
documents (known as Development Plan Documents or DPDs) that together
will guide future development. Figure 1 illustrates the structure of the local
planning framework.

Figure 1: Structure of the Local Planning Framework
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The Core Strategy sets out the planning framework for guiding the location and
level of development with the Borough over the next 20 years. It provides the
context for the more detailed policies and site specific proposals contained
within this Site Allocations DPD and other subsequent planning documents.
Key designations are shown on the key Diagram (Map 2).

In addition to the Site Allocations, the following Development Plan Documents
(DPDs) were originally proposed to help achieve the vision and objectives set
out within the Core Strategy:

1 Development Management Policies T supports the Core Strategy by setting
out additional, more detailed planning policies that the Council will use
when considering planning applications.

1 East Hemel Hempstead Area Action Plan (AAP) 1 provides a detailed
planning framework for the eastern part of Hemel Hempstead, whose

1
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1.4

15

1.6

1.7

regeneration is of particular importance to the wellbeing and prosperity of
the Borough and beyond. The extent of this AAP within Dacorum is shown
in Figure 22 of the Core Strategy and on Map 1. The extent of the AAP
within St. Albans is to be confirmed. The AAP will contain planning policies
and associated designations for the east Hemel Hempstead area.

Work on the Development Management DPD is now on hold and appropriate
policies will instead be included within the new single Local Plan for the
Borough. This new plan will also incorporate the early partial review of the
Core Strategy, with a particular focus on assessing household projections, the
role and function of the Green Belt affecting Dacorum and the role that effective
co-operation with local planning authorities could play in meeting housing
needs arising within the Borough. Progress on the Area Action Plan remains
dependent wupon the content and s c apde
it is now expected that policies and proposals for this area will be covered by
the Council dés respective Local Pl ans
than via a joint DPD.

Site Allocations

The principal role of the Site Allocatons DPDi s t o set the
proposals and requirements for particular sites and areas. It:
9 allocates sites for future development in the Borough;
1 defines the boundaries of planning designations; and
1 ensures appropriate infrastructure is identified and delivered alongside
new development.

These designations and allocations are illustrated on the Policies Map (see
relevant sections below).

The Site Allocations DPD excludes consideration of allocations and land
designations within the area originally proposed to be covered by the East
Hemel Hempstead Area Action Plan (see map below) the rest of the Borough is
covered by the Site Allocation document. However, where the AAP contains
important sites, these are cross referred to within the supporting text to ensure
a comprehensive picture of sites and designations is provided for the Borough.

Counc
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Map 1: Extent of Site Allocations Coverage within the Borough
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1.8 Once adopted, these planning policies and associated designations will be
used to determine planning applications, together with policies in the Core
Strategy and relevant development management policies. Development
management policies are currently provid
Dacorum Borough Local Plan (DBLP) 1991-2011, which will be superseded by
appropriate policies in the new single Local Plan.

1.9 The Site Allocations and subsequent new single Local Plan will be supported by
a series of Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) which give specific
gui dance on how t he Council 6s pl anning
implemented for specific topics, areas or sites. Although they will not form part
of the statutory development plan for Dacorum, they will be important
considerations in the Council ds planning

1.10 Neighbourhood Plans, where adopted following a local referendum, will become
part of the statutory development plan. The decision to prepare a
neighbourhood plan will be a matter for the local community i either a town or
parish council or neighbourhood forum. The Council will support local
communities in preparing relevant neighbourhood plans and will adopt plans
that are supported by local referendums.

1.11 The Bor ou gingleslocah gan will fully replace the DBLP. The Core
Strategy replaced part of the DBLP and the Site Allocations DPD replaces
further elements. Those DBLP policies which are superseded by the Core
Strategy and Site Allocations DPDs combined are listed in Appendix 1.

3
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Policies Map

1.12 The Policies Map (or Proposals Map as it was formerly called) illustrates the
planning strategy for the Borough, by showing the boundaries of allocations
and designations set by planning policies. It is revised as each new Local Plan
or Development Plan Document (DPD) is adopted to ensure it reflects the most
up-to-date strategy for the area. Some changes to the Policies Map originally
published as part of the DBLP 1991-2011 have already been made to reflect
designations amended or allocated by the Core Strategy’. It is now being
revised further, and more significantly, to reflect the allocations and
designations within this Site Allocations document.

1.13 Until a full updated version of the Polices Map is available, these changes are
set out in the map book published alongside the Site Allocations written
statement. The two documents combined comprise the full Site Allocations
DPD.

1.14 In addition to changes made to the Policies Map as part of the wider plan-
making process, some interim updating of the online interactive maps may also
be required. This will only relate to factual changes to designations that are not
defined by the Council. Examples may include any changes to the extent of the
Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty advised by Natural England, or
additional Scheduled Monuments (SMs) advised by Heritage England. This will
help ensure that the Policies Map remains as comprehensive and up-to-date a
resource as possible.

Consultation and Evidence

1.15 The Site Allocations DPD has been prepared following consultation with
stakehol der s and the | ocal communi ty, [
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). It has also been informed by
consultation carried out on the Core Strategy. The main preparation stages are
shown in Figure 2.

1.16 The Site Allocations has been based on a thorough understanding of the issues
and challenges faced: a wide range of information and studies, collectively
known as the Oevidence based, basamiludeeen pr
a number background topic reports relating to each subject area covered by the
Site Allocations and Schedules of Site Appraisals. These summarise and
assess the suitability of development opportunities being promoted for
allocation for housing and other uses.

1.17 The evidence base, together with links to the individual documents, is available
online at:
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/planning-development/planning-strategic-

planning

! Detailed in the Proposals Map update, 25" September 2013
4
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1.18 The Site Allocations document has also had regard to national planning
guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF),
Planning Practice Guidance (PPG), other policy statements and good practice
guidance.

Sustainability Appraisal and Appropriate Assessment

1.19 The policies and proposals in the Core Strategy were subject to formal
Sustainability Appraisal (SA), carried out by independent consultants C4S. This
Sustainability Appraisal incorporates Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA), as required under European law. This process has continued for the Site
Allocations DPD.

1.20 Sustainability Appraisal has been a systematic and continual process,
assessing the social, environmental and economic effects of proposed policy,
policy wording, strategy and sites at different stages. All documents, from an
initial Scoping Report (February 2006) through a series of Working Notes or
Reports associated with each stage of consultation, are included as part of the
evidence base to this document.

1.21 A separate Sustainability Appraisal Report accompanied the Pre-Submission
Site Allocations. It explains how sustainability considerations have been taken
into account and incorporated into the document. It also outlines how significant
sustainability effects due to the implementation of the plan will be monitored.
The Sustainability Appraisal Report and associated Adoption Statement are
available online at.
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/planning-development/planning-strategic-

planning

1.22 The Council has assessed whether its development plan would affect sites of
European importance for nature conservation, as required under national and
European law?. One Special Area of Conservation, the Chilterns Beechwoods,
partly lies within Dacorum. Screenings were undertaken in 2008 and 2011 as
part of the Core Strategy to assess whether proposals would have any adverse
impacts upon these sites, either alone, or in combination with other plans. No
significant effects were identified. Both reports are available as part of the
evidence base. The potential impact of the Site Allocations has been checked
against these previous assessments and the conclusions form part of the
Sustainability Report.

1.23 The Schedules of Site Appraisals (see section on the evidence base above)
have also been subject to separate SA/SEA. This has informed the site sifting
process and decisions regarding which sites to take forward as proposals within
the Site Allocations DPD.

% The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC), Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations
1994 (as amended) and Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. They apply to Special
Protection Areas for birds and Special Areas of Conservation.

5
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Figure 2: Stages in the Preparation of the Site Allocations

Stages of the Site Allocations Date
ADOPTION July 2017
Examination Hearinas Oct 2016
Plan Submitted Feb 2016
Publication of and representation on Pre- Sept 2014 &
Submi ssion and AFocused Aug 2015
Adoption of Core Strategy* Sept 2013
AShaping the Masterplano July 2013

Allocation LA3

Stakeholder Workshops and meetings on Local May 2013
Allocations LA1-6

Consultation Report on Issues & Options Paper Oct 2010
(Nov 2006-Feb 2007) i Volume 1

Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating Strategic Dec 2008
Environmental Assessment) Working Note on
Supplementary Issues and Options

Supplementary Issues & Options Consultation Nov-Dec 2008

Sustainability Appraisal & Strategic Dec 2006
Environmental Assessment Working Note on
Supplementary Issues and Options

Issues & Options Consultation Feb 2006

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Nov-Dec 2006

*Note: Please see Figure 2 in Core Strategy for stages in the preparation of that document.
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Summary of Content

1.24 The structure and content of the Site Allocations DPD broadly reflects that of
the Core Strategy. Strategic Objectives from the Core Strategy are repeated at
the beginning of each section. The content of the Core Strategy is not repeated,
although necessary cross-references are made. Coverage of each section is
outlined below.

1.25 The Sustainable Development Strategy i This section sets out the extent of
key boundaries relating to the Green Belt, Rural Area, major developed sites in
the Green Belt and individual towns and villages. These boundaries are
important as they affect the approach to development that will be taken in
different locations. In recognition of the increased role of 6 mi xed used sch
within the Borough, a number of mixed use development sites are also
identified. These will deliver a range of complementary uses as part of their
development or redevelopment. Sites are also identified and protected for
transport uses.

1.26 Providing Homes and Community Uses i One of the main functions of the
Site Allocations DPD is to identify how specific sites will contribute towards
delivery of the housing target, which is set out in the Core Strategy. Key
housing sites are identified, detailed requirements set for the Local Allocations,
and specific provision is also made for travelling communities. In order to
ensure appropriate supporting infrastructure is provided to support residents
and workers, a number of sites are specifically identified and protected for
community and leisure uses and open land.

1.27 Promoting Economic Prosperity i A review of employment allocations and
designations within the Borough has been carried out. This review has sought
to ensure that sufficient good quality employment land is available to broadly
meet the Core Str at e (fproficeseandpndustiiamstarage t ar g e
and distribution floorspace). The scope to reallocate some employment land for
housing development has also been considered. This work has also sought to
ensure the uses permitted in designated employment areas remains
appropriate in terms of their character and current market demands and
supports growth in local economic prosperity. Following changes in national
policy on retail matters, the opportunit.y
approach to the main retail centres, and in particular to redefine the role and
extent of protected shopping frontages wi
The approach t o t he Boroughos mor e nunmn
unchanged.

1.28 Looking after the Environment 1 Identifies designations relating to landscape,
biodiversity and historic heritage that are illustrated on the Policies Map,
updating these as necessary. Some designations are defined locally by the
Council, in consultation with its advisers, whilst others reflect designations that
are set at a national or European level.

1.29 Place Strategies 1T Individual strategies are set out in the Core Strategy for
each of the Boroughdos town and | arge vil
Place Strategies within the Site Allocations DPD set out how these place

7
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1.30

1.31

visions will be delivered by pulling together key allocations by settlement, rather
than by use.

Monitoring and Review i Provides further explanation (in addition to that set
out in the Core Strategy) regarding how sites will be monitored and any issues
with delivery addressed.

Appendices i Provide more detailed information, including an updated
schedule of superseded policies, a glossary and a revised housing trajectory.
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