
Heritage Fruit Tree Collection 

The heritage fruit trees in the Friends Garden are being grown as single stem cordons – an ideal way to produce easy to pick fruit in small 

spaces.  

Apple trees 

All the apple trees are heritage varieties originating in Hertfordshire. They were chosen to provide a range of dessert and culinary apples with 

attractive blossom and fruit, and great flavours.  
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Brownlees’ Russet 

Brownlees’ Russet was raised in Hemel Hempstead by William Brownlees 

in 1848. It is primarily an eating apple but can also be used for cooking and 

making cider. It is juicy with a nutty, slightly acid flavour. It should be picked 

in mid-October then stored and allowed to fully ripen through November 

before using from December through to March. 

 

Lane’s Prince Albert 

Lane’s Prince Albert was raised by Thomas Squires of Berkhamsted. He 

originally named it Victoria and Albert to commemorate a brief visit that the 

royal couple made to the town on the day that he transplanted it to his front 

garden. John Lane, a local grower renamed it Lane’s Prince Albert when 

he introduced it commercially in the 1850s. 

When picked in October it is a good cooking apple with an excellent, slightly 

acid flavour. Sweetness develops during storage and by March it has 

become a good dessert apple. 
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Bushey Grove 

This apple was raised at Bushey Grove by Mrs Good in 1897. It was 

introduced commercially by GW King of Sidcup around 1926 and won a 

Royal Horticulture Society medal in 1922. It is a juicy cooking apple with a 

soft, coarse texture. It should be picked in August then stored before use 

from September through to December. 

 

Rivers St Martin 

This apple was introduced in 1869 by the Rivers nursery in 

Sawbridgeworth. It is a dessert apple which is ready for picking in early 

October and can be stored and eaten until December. It is sweet and juicy. 

Hitchin Pippin 

The Hitchin Pippin was introduced in 1896, it is a juicy and sweet dessert 

apple and also makes very good apple juice. It ripens in August and is 

best eaten towards the end of the month and into September. 

 



Pear trees 

The pear trees are varieties that have been developed from Hertfordshire heritage varieties and were selected for flavour and robustness.  
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Fertility Improved 

This pear, which is a sport of Fertility was discovered by Seabrook’s 

Nurseries in Essex and was named in 1934. Fertility was bred by Thomas 

Rivers around 1875.  Fertility Improved has rich flavour with soft, tender and 

very juicy flesh. It can be used for cooking before fully ripe. It should be 

picked in late September and stored to the end of October.  

 

Nuvar® Celebration 

This pear was bred from crossing the Conference pear with Packham’s 

Triumph, it originates from Kent and was introduced in 1972. It is a sweet 

and juicy dessert pear. The Conference pear is a Hertfordshire variety, it 

was introduced by the Rivers nursery in 1894 and is still one of the most 

widely grown pears in Britain. 


