
Page 1 of 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Queen’s Green Canopy: “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee” 
 
As part of the Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations, there is a UK wide tree planting initiative inviting 
people to take part to increase the amount of trees across the Country. Further information can be found at 
http://www.queensgreencanopy.org/  
 
Sustainable Hertfordshire has been asked by the Lord Lieutenant for Hertfordshire to co-ordinate the 
Hertfordshire Approach. This has included setting up a dedicated email 
QueensGreenCanopy@hertfordshire.gov.uk to receive questions, offer planting advice, funding information 
and details of sources of free trees. Further information can be found at https://lord-lieutenant-
herts.org.uk/the-queens-green-canopy-plant-a-tree-for-the-jubilee  
 
Dacorum Borough Council will be part of this initiative, which will focus on 3 main aspects: 

1. Continuing the success of planting trees across the Borough, with this aspect feeding into the 
initiative;   

2. Providing information about how others can get involved, using their own land to plant trees 
3. Developing and expanding the current tree sponsorship scheme to help cover future maintenance 

costs 
 

1. Tree Planting 
 
Throughout January and February over 1300 trees have been planted as part of the Tree Planting Strategy, 
as well as separate projects. Of the trees planted, 915 were whips (2-3 year old trees) - these were all 
mixed native species including Hazel, Holly, Cherry, Hornbeam, Blackthorn, Hawthorn and Apple. A fence 
will be erected to protect the whips from unwanted attention, which can be removed after 5 -7 years. 210 
trees were ‘small’ and 188 were ‘standard’ (2- 3 metres tall).  

 Gadebridge Park  
o 500 whips and 15 standard Cherry trees  

 Keens Field  
o 415 whips  

 Coronation Fields,  
o 30 standard trees – mixed species (Maple, Birch, Cherry, Lime, Rowan)  

 Leys Road open space  
o 210 small fruit trees including further Apple and Cherry varieties and included Pear, 

Greengage and Plum. This will also be fenced in the short term. When available, the fruit 
can be picked as required by local residents.  

 New Bunkers Park cemetery  
o 26 native standard trees  

 Verge hardening schemes  
o 12 Standard trees  

 Northchurch - funded by Nash Mills Parish Council  
o 3 Willows by the canal and 2 replacement trees  

 Highway and Housing locations across the borough  
o Over 100 standard trees.  
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Between now and 2025 another 1000 native whips will be planted in Gadebridge Park combined with 30 
more Standard trees, and 2000 whips in Bunkers Park. Highway and Housing tree planting will continue, 
subject to funding. Informal fruit tree planting will be progressed at Bunkers Park, close to the existing 
Hazel woodland.  
 
For the purposes of the actual Jubilee weekend, a tree shall be planted off Queens Square, Adeyfield 
supported by the Chief Executive (and relevant dignitaries) to start off the Queens Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations.  The site has been chosen due to its early recognition and visit by the Queen in 1952 
(http://www.dacorumheritage.org.uk/article/the-queens-visit-to-hemel-hempstead-in-1952/)   
 
 

2. How to Get Involved 
 
The Queens’ Green Canopy initiative recognises that Councils have a valuable role to play in championing 
the QGC in their area. Information about how people can get involved in the Queens Canopy can be found 
at https://queensgreencanopy.org/ which gives information for communities, individuals and organisations. 
 
The Woodlands Trust has also launched a webpage detailing how people can get involved, giving details of 
how to get trees, where to plant them and how to be part of the bigger scheme.   
 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/queens-green-canopy/   
 
Dacorum has also written to all Parish and Town Councils around the work they are doing to celebrate the 
Queens Jubilee and encourage the use of any land to plant trees for the community.  Support will be given 
to take forward and publicise any initiative.  
 
 

3. Tree Sponsorship 
 
It is recognised that a lot of communities do not have the space or understanding about tree growing, 
leading to the potential for a lot not to be involved or a lot of trees being “grown” in places that are not 
appropriate or the wrong species that lead to future issues. 
 
The Council allows the purchase and planting of new trees to be sponsored by private individuals within 
their local area, the location being approved by an Officer of the Trees & Woodlands team. Trees are 
procured through an approved Council tree nursery and planted by the Council’s approved tree work 
contractor, upon prior payment. 
 
Tying in the Tree Planting Strategy, and using the opportunity of the Queen’s Canopy initiative, this 
presents an opportunity to “re-launch” the sponsorship scheme towards an “Adopt-A-Tree”, that will help 
contribute to future on going costs of tree maintenance.  Information around this scheme will be made 
available during the year, including the opportunity to pay a token amount towards maintenance and have 
their name and dedication on a “virtual” wall linked to the web page.   
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