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It is an exciting and critical time for the environment right 

now. Thanks to action from school strikes and 

inspirational children such as Greta Thunberg, as well as 

the recent Extinction Rebellion protests, the UK 

government has finally acknowledged the dangers of 

climate change and declared an “environment and 

climate emergency”. 

 

This is a ground-breaking step forward. In the past 40 

years, we have already lost 60% of our mammals, fish, 

reptiles, birds and amphibians. We have less than 11 

years to reduce our impact on the world before the 

damage we have done is irreversible and climate chaos 

becomes uncontrollable. That means the steps that we 
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 The Great 

British Spring 

Clean 

   

 

take now will drastically shape the future of the children 

that are in your classrooms today.   

 

To put this into context, all of the changes we have to 

make need to happen before their 21st birthdays! That 

means, before most of them even complete their 

education we will have reached our climate deadline. 

What kind of world will they be living in then? What 

wildlife will have survived?  

 

The time to act has never been more important, for the 

sake of the planet, their futures and ours, we need to 

ensure that our next generation have a thorough 

understanding of environmental issues and what they 

can do in their everyday lives to reduce their impact on 

the planet. Whether it is supporting local wildlife in their 

gardens, recycling more, growing food locally, reducing 

energy used, not wasting food, not littering, or even 

campaigning, we need to make sure that they do not feel 

powerless. Your classes will have our future leaders, 

campaigners, scientists, activists, entrepreneurs – it is 

essential they all understand how important they truly 

are. 
  

   

Plan for the environment this June  
 



There are lots of great environmental activities, events and campaigns taking 

place this June to take part in.  

 

‘30 Days Wild’ is a challenge run throughout June by the Wildlife Trust which 

encourages people to do something wild every day. That’s 30 simple, fun and 

exciting Random Acts of Wildness. They have a free pack of goodies to help you 

plan your wild month which includes a guide to going wild, a classroom wallchart, 

a nature table poster and stickers. They will be posting even more ideas and 

inspiration on their social media too. You could sign up as a class or as a whole 

school.  

 

Be one of the many schools in over 100 countries, taking part in World 

Environment Day on Wednesday 5 June. The global event highlights issues that 

are important to environmental health. Tackle this year’s theme of air pollution 

with lessons about the causes of pollution, the impacts on wildlife and what we 

can do to help – there are several resources and ideas available for schools. If 

you would like to delve deeper into the topic of Climate Change, there are more 

resources available here. 

 

Bring nature into the classroom with WWF’s Wear It Wild Day on Friday 7 June. 

Encourage your school or class to dress up as their favourite animals and help 

raise money for their protection. Sign up to the event to get free ideas and 

classroom materials that are designed to help you build your pupils’ 

understanding of key environmental issues.  

 

On Saturday 8 June it is also World Ocean Day and which can tie in nicely if you 

are doing the Wear it Wild day on Friday. This can be the perfect time to teach 

your class all about the beauty of the marine environment and the importance of 

conserving it. Explore their free resources for lessons that will be sure to make 

waves! 
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FREE Eco-Schools Green 

Flag funding 
 

Is your school an Eco-School? If so you 

may be in luck, The Vegetarian Society 

is offering to fund the £200 cost for 

applying for a Green Flag Award.  

 

The Vegetarian Society will be covering 

the costs for 50 schools, nurseries or 

colleges. Eco Schools at any level in 

the programme are encouraged to 

apply for the funding.  

 

But you need to move quickly, there is 

still funding currently available but the 

deadline is 31 May 2019!  

 

The Green Flag Award is a great 

opportunity to showcase the fantastic 

environmental work your school does, 

as well as gain international recognition.  

Apply for your Green Flag 
funding>>  
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 What’s Under Your Feet 
this June? 

Inspire your class with the wonders 

of science and nature through The 

Pod’s What’s Under Your Feet 

campaign. The popular citizen 

science programme is running 

throughout June and needs your 

help!  

Scientists at the British Trust for 

Ornithology need help to 

understand the relationship 

between climate, the availability 

of invertebrates and how this 

impacts UK bird numbers and 

their migration patterns.  

It’s easy to take part and children 

will love the opportunity to work 

outside of the classroom, as well 

as being citizen scientists.  

All you need to do is sign up, 

conduct a dig and survey at any 

time in June and then upload 

your data.  

The activity is curriculum linked 

and will help your pupils to 

develop analytical and scientific 

skills. A starter presentation and 

supporting resources such as a 

how-to video, lesson plans, 

posters and information packs 

have all been prepared for you.  
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By taking part you will be 

contributing to the first large scale 

study of soil invertebrate 

abundance across the country – 

giving researchers crucial 

information to help future wildlife 

conservation, such as helping  to 

understand why some birds are 

becoming more rare.  

All schools signed up to take part 

will also be entered into a prize draw 

to win some wildlife themed goodies 

for your class!  
 

Take part in What’s Under Your Feet?>>  

 

 

Help your students have a 
Wilder Future 

The Wildlife Trusts have launched a 

new ‘Wilder Future’ campaign to help 

raise awareness about the plight of 

UK wildlife and make changes to 

protect and conserve our wonderful 

local species. 

 

Premiering the campaign is a two 

minute star-studded trailer based on 

the classic novel, The Wind in the 

Willows, which is a great way to 

introduce the campaign to your class. 

Sadly, since we first met Badger, 

Ratty and friends in 1908, the UK has 

become one of the most nature-

depleted nations in the world. It’s not 
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too late to bring our wildlife back, but 

we must act now. 

 

Join the campaign and receive 

simple actions that you and your 

class can do that will make a big 

difference to creating a 

#WilderFuture, and play your part in 

nature’s recovery  

 

Pledge to do an activity with your 

school, or as a class, such as making 

a mini pond, creating a container 

garden for wildlife, or attracting 

butterflies to your school garden. 

 

You could also ask your students to 

walk in the pawprints of Badger and 

friends either as homework, or 

around the school grounds.  
 

 

 

  

Take the #WilderFuture pledge today>>  

 

How does your garden 
grow?  

A flourishing school garden is a 

fantastic way to do more outdoor 

learning by teaching children all 

about plants and food production. 

These subjects can easily tie into the 

curriculum, as well as many different 

Eco-Schools topics.  

 

Kids Gardening has come up with a 

step-by-step guide to setting up a 

community garden in schools. This is 
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a great way to show how our 

favourite fruits and veggies grow. 

You can even tie in topics such as 

the nitrogen cycle into your lesson by 

adding a composter to your 

community garden.  

 

Each school in the borough is entitled 

to two free composters. These 

composters are a fantastic 

educational tool linking to the science 

curriculum and to the Eco-Schools 

award scheme. 

Email WasteAware for more 

information about claiming school 

composters.  

 

Don’t have a school garden? 

Learning Through landscapes runs a 

Local Schools Nature Grant program. 

Your school could be awarded up to 

£500 worth of products including 

woodland activity kits, essential 

gardening equipment, wildlife 

cameras and more! Don’t miss out on 

this great opportunity. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Great British Spring 
Clean 

Throughout March and April we saw 

the return of the annual Great British 

Spring Clean. The national litter-

picking campaign, organised by Keep 

Britain Tidy.   
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Schools, residents, businesses and 

community groups all took part and in 

total 700 volunteers across Dacorum 

collected 400 bags of rubbish and 200 

bags of recycling – making it our best 

year yet!  

 

250 of these volunteers were children 

from local schools and scout groups. 

Aldbury, Yewtree and Holtsmere End 

Infant School organised their own litter 

picks, which we supported by giving 

talks about litter and recycling. The 

assemblies covered the problems litter 

causes, such as damage to wildlife 

and our environment, as well as the 

process and importance of recycling.  

 

If you are interested in having a litter 

and recycling talk at your school you 

are in luck as we offer these all year 

round. Running litter picks are a fun, 

easy and educational activity that can 

help your school work toward the Litter 

topic of the Eco-School award. It can 

also be a great way to link in with the 

curriculum covering topics such as 

'Everyday materials' in KS1 and 'Living 

things and their habitats' in KS2. 

 

We’re already looking forward to 

making next year’s Great British 

Spring Clean even bigger – if you 

would like to take part between March 
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and April 2020, you can book a litter 

pick in with us now. 

School Litter Pick and Talk >>  

 

  

 

 

 

Did you miss us? 

If you’re new to the SEED, but want to 

read more, you’ll be pleased to know 

that all past copies are now available 

on our website.   

 

 

 

 

 

Find past copies of the SEED>>  
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This last term is a great time to treat 

your class to an outdoor lesson. You 

can teach them about the local 

ecosystem with a mini-beast safari or 

an outdoor scavenger hunt. Here are 

some fantastic free outdoor activity 

ideas and resources that are available 

and designed for teachers to raise 

environmental awareness. Email us a 

short description and pictures of your 

outdoor lesson for a chance to be 

featured in the next issue of the SEED. 
  

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

Why am I receiving this email? 
You are receiving this email as you previously told us you wanted to know about Dacorum Borough Council's 
services. If you do not wish to receive this information by email, please unsubscribe   
    
Been forwarded this email? 
Sign up to receive your own copy here 
    
© 2017 Dacorum Borough Council Environmental Services Team 
Cupid Green Depot, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, HP2 7BA 
    
Email: amir.fogel@dacorum.gov.uk | Telephone: 01442 228042 

  

 

Click here to report this email as spam. 

 

https://dacorum-mail.co.uk/t/3QGJ-KZOO-4FAD1S-EQYOS-1/c.aspx
https://dacorum-mail.co.uk/t/3QGJ-KZOO-4FAD1S-EQYOS-1/c.aspx
mailto:amir.fogel@dacorum.gov.uk
https://dacorum-mail.co.uk/t/3QGJ-KZOO-5D4FAD1SB9/uns.aspx
https://dacorum-mail.co.uk/t/3QGJ-KZOO-4FAD1S-EQV7T-1/c.aspx
mailto:amir.fogel@dacorum.gov.uk
https://www.mailcontrol.com/sr/gQVLIFrYHfbGX2PQPOmvUtvW5gv9VGgL3pbbW2fIxyDCg_cljJI1YVVm_Ba4x56fV9FlI95tSGdPpv0P1Tfw-Q==

