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This has already caused disruption to collections 

around the Easter holidays and is likely to affect 

collections around the May bank holidays. 

Leave your bin out for collection as usual on the days 

shown on your waste collection calendar. Please leave 

your bin on the boundary of your property until it has 

been collected unless the information we put on our 

website or social media pages tells you otherwise. 

The action is over our decision to reduce redundancy 

pay from 2.2 times the number of years worked down 

to 1.5 times the number of years worked. This is in line 

with other public and private sector organisations. 

We will do our best to maintain essential services 

and minimise disruption as far as possible but some 

disruption is unavoidable. 

You can keep up-to-date with affected services 

on Facebook @dacorum or Twitter @dacorumbc 

and website www.dacorum.gov.uk 
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Welcome
Welcome to the summer issue of Dacorum 

Digest. Hopefully the cold weather is now 

behind us and the warmer months will give 

us the opportunity to take advantage of what 

our borough has to offer. With the opening 

of the brand new Gadebridge Splash Park 

and play area (see page 3 for more details) 

and our pop up’s events happening all over 

Dacorum (see page 12) you’ve got the perfect 

excuse to visit our parks this summer.

Everyone Active have taken over the management 
of our local leisure centres and will shortly be 
unveiling plans for the multi-million pound 
refurbishment of Hemel Hempstead and 
Berkhamsted Leisure Centres (more about this 
on page 10). They will be providing many great 
opportunities for the community to take part in 
physical activity and sports over the next 10 years. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Armed 
Forces Day Celebration on Saturday 30 June in 
Gadebridge Park.

Cllr Andrew Williams,  
Leader of the Council

On 15 February 2018 residents voted on The Grovehill 
Neighbourhood Plan referendum. 657 voted Yes to the plan 
and 194 voted No. The turnout was 15.36%.

Election results

Sign up to our monthly Digital Digest 
email newsletter to find out about:

• Local information 

• Council services including council 
tax, elections and bin collections

• Upcoming events

You’ve got mail

Sign up to our monthly email for 
news, events and information that 
you need to know. 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/digitaldigest

Don’t be  
the last  
to know.

Changes to your bin collections
Unions have called upon their members to take part in a discontinuous ban on overtime 

every Saturday and Sunday, from 31 March up to and including 17 June 2018.

Due to a vacancy in the Northchurch ward 
elections were held on 8 March 2018 for both 
the borough and parish council. 

Lara Pringle (Liberal Democrat) was elected  
to represent the Northchurch Ward on  
Dacorum Borough Council with 545 votes. 
Turnout 40.5%.

Lara Pringle was also elected to represent the 
Northchurch Parish Council with 543 votes. 
Turnout 39.88%.

To find out about upcoming elections or to 
view the full election results please visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/elections2018 

It takes one minute to sign up on our 
website www.dacorum.gov.uk/digitaldigest
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From this May the brand new splash park will be 
open 10am to 6pm every day. The Splash Park 
is free to use and there is a new kiosk selling 
refreshments. There are also new seasonal toilets 
next to the kiosk. We hope the Splash Park will be a 
cool place to hang out on the hottest summer days.

We installed some great new play equipment in 
the park this spring. It is now Dacorum’s largest 
play area with slides, swings and all kinds of 
climbing things.  

To make sure your fun will not be spoilt this 
summer, we have hired seasonal Park Wardens 
and Splash Park Attendants to maintain the park 
facilities every day.

So grab a picnic and enjoy what your borough has 
to offer this summer. 

The community gym is the second one made of 
recycled aerosols in the UK. It follows the huge 
success of the first ever one donated to Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park last year. 

Over 2,500 deodorant cans are used to construct 
the outdoor gym, which will have a large exercise 
rig, hand bike, cross trainer and exercise bikes. 
Users can make the most of the gym during the 
day or night as the equipment has been fitted 
with electricity generating capabilities. 

The gym even has mobile phone ports to recharge 
batteries so that motivational playlists can be 
used to keep your blood and pace pumping. 

Need an extra ten percent of battery power?  
Give an extra ten percent of people power. 

The project is part of a sustainability initiative 
between Right Guard, TerraCycle and The Great 
Outdoor Gym Company. TerraCycle and Right 
Guard helped to collect the old aerosol cans 
whilst the Great Outdoor Gym Company used the 
aluminium to create the premium gym equipment. 
Henkel, the company that produces Right Guard, 
has their head office in Hemel Hempstead.

Chris Baker, General Manager of TerraCycle 
Europe, added, “The opening of this gym is the 
kind of initiative which gets the public excited 

about recycling and sustainability. The campaign 
has boosted awareness of recycling used 
antiperspirant and deodorant aerosols which are 
used pre and post exercise and could otherwise 
have ended up in landfill or being incinerated.” 

The gym will be open this summer. 

Get wet and wild
at Gadebridge Park this summer

Outdoor Gym

As summer arrives, it is time to get outside and enjoy the warmer weather. And there is plenty of fun awaiting you 

this year at Gadebridge Park. 

Right Guard is helping Dacorum’s residents ‘start their day right’ with the donation  

of a fresh outdoor community gym in Gadebridge Park. 

The splash park in April 2018
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Community Safety Accreditation is 
a nationally recognised initiative 
promoted by the Home Office and the 
National Police Chief’s Council (NPCC). 
It recognises the contribution that 
people like neighbourhood wardens 
and park rangers make to public 
safety in the community. 

Seven of our officers have been 
accredited with targeted police 
powers, enabling them to address 
anti-social behaviour, disorder and 
nuisance issues on the spot. These 
officers have the power to:

• Confiscate alcohol from under 18s

•  Stop people drinking in designated 

public places

•  Seize tobacco from under 16s

•  Take names and addresses from 
anyone found to be acting anti-
socially

•  Issue penalty tickets for cycling on 
footpaths, graffiti and flyposting. 

Our Accredited officers will be 
wearing the Home Office approved 
badge and carry their identification 
card stating the powers granted to 
them by Hertfordshire Constabulary. 

The building will now make way 
for new development as one of the 
last pieces of our Hemel Evolution 
regeneration project to transform 
the town centre. The improvements 
to this area will provide an 
important link between Hemel 
Hempstead’s historic Old Town and 
the new town centre.

We are currently looking at plans to 
deliver a residential development on 
the site and more detail is expected 
later this summer. 

Taking action 
against anti-social 
behaviour 

Farewell to the Civic Centre

Some of our officers have been given limited policing powers 
as part of the Community Safety Accreditation Scheme, to 
help keep our borough safe.

Public Space
Protection Order

Local
Plan

To report antisocial behaviour visit 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/asb

To find out more about our 
Hemel Evolution regeneration 
visit www.dacorum.gov.uk/
hemelevolution

It is proposed that the Public 
Space Protection Order 
will include the following 
prohibitions: 

•  Spit (including spitting out 
chewing gum), urinate or 
defecate in a public place 

•  Cycle or skateboard

If anyone breaches the terms 
of the Public Space Protection 
Order, it will constitute a 
criminal offence and authorised 

Council officers, Police officers 
and Police Community Support 
Officers may issue a fixed 
penalty notices of £75.

If agreed by Cabinet a formal 
statutory consultation will 
commence in the summer. 

Last year we consulted with you on a Public Space Protection Order 

for Hemel Hempstead town centre. We analysed your responses and 

put together a proposal which is due to go to Cabinet in April. 

We are also waiting on new 
figures to be released from 
central Government, which will 
set out the level of housing that 
we need to plan for in Dacorum. 

We have also started to work with 
our neighbouring local authorities 
(Hertsmere Borough Council, St 
Albans City and District Council, 
Three Rivers District Council; and 
Watford Borough Council) on a 
Joint Strategic Plan for South 
West Herts. 

We are working together to 
ensure key infrastructure – such 
as transport, schools, health, and 

utilities like water and sewerage 
– are properly co-ordinated and 
delivered. 

Together we have already 
secured almost £250,000 in 
funding from central Government 
to develop the Joint Strategic 
Plan. We will be publishing more 
information about the plan this 
summer in a document called a 
‘Statement of Common Ground’.

Thank you for all your feedback on the Local Plan Issues and 
Options consultation we held at the end of 2017. We will be 
spending the next few months analysing the feedback along 
with drafting relevant technical reports.

Council officers being awarded their Community Safety Accreditation

To find out the decision made 
by Cabinet please visit our 
website www.dacorum. 
gov.uk/council-democracy

To find out more about our 
Local Plan visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/
newlocalplan 

The demolition of the Civic Centre in Hemel Hempstead began in 
April after serving the community since 1950s.
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Private landlords must:
•  From 1 April 2018, ensure their properties 

have an Energy Performance Certificate rating 

of E or above before granting a new tenancy 

to new or existing tenants.  

•  From 1 October 2018, all houses in multiple 

occupation (HMO) must have a license. Under 

the new regulations, a property occupied by 

five or more people, living in two or more 

separate households is an HMO, regardless of 

the number of storeys.   

If you are a private landlord - don’t delay, apply 

for your HMO license today. Anyone operating 

a HMO without a licence will be committing an 

offence. You could be prosecuted and fined up 

to £20,000.

New laws  
for landlords
New legal requirements are being 
introduced this year for private 
landlords to ensure that they are 
letting homes in a good condition to 
their tenants. 

Changes to how we allocate 
council housing 
We have changed the way that we allocate council and other social housing in 

Dacorum. The changes reflect the reality both locally and nationally that there are 

simply not enough suitable homes to meet everybody’s needs, even with our new 

affordable homes building programme, which began in 2013. 

If you want to apply for housing, you can still  
do this on the Moving with Dacorum website  
www.movingwithdacorum.gov.uk 

The main changes we have made are:

•  We will no longer keep a list of housing 
applicants who are not eligible to bid for homes 
(known as a Deferred Register). 

•  We have a single offer policy – if an applicant 
refuses a property they have bid on they  
will not be allowed to bid for the next six 
months

•  If an applicant or a member of their household 
owes rent or council tax payments they will not 
be eligible for a move 

•  Applicants in mother and baby units will be 
offered one property rather than having to bid 

•  Downsizers are awarded points based on how 
many bedrooms they would like to downsize by.

For more information about these changes 
and how we allocate social housing, please 
visit www.dacorum.gov.uk/allocations 

For more information and advice visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/landlords 

                                            

             BOARD MEMBERS 
Do you wish to join a local organisation that is 
making a positive difference to people’s lives?  
 
Since 1975, CTHA ( Cherry Tree Housing Association) has provided 
housing and support services to vulnerable people in Hertfordshire and 
north London. We are now focusing our activities in St. Albans, 
Dacorum, and the surrounding districts. During the forthcoming year we 
will increase the number of homes that we manage, we will be offering  
services to a wider client group, and we aim to be located closer to the 
centre of our areas of operation. 

We now wish to recruit new members to the Board, who can bring 
relevant skills and experience to the running of a not for profit housing 
provider and who can help us strengthen and extend our relationships 
across the communities where we work.  

The main Board meets 6 times each year, and we also hold an annual 
strategy “away day”.  Induction and ongoing training are provided. At 
present, Board members are not remunerated, but reasonable expenses 
are paid for attending meetings.   

A recruitment pack is available from Liz Kelvin on 01923 850580 or at 
lizkelvin@ctha.co.uk.  If you wish to apply please return your application 
to us by no later than 8 June 2018.   

Meetings will be arranged for candidates who are shortlisted for 
interview during June 2018.  

Advertisement
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The Institute added, “Our judges were excited 
to see post-1945 landscape design, which is 
often overlooked in terms of its heritage, in this 
category. They praised the architects (HTA Design 
LLP) team’s thorough research and analysis, 
describing the project as ‘ground-breaking’.”

Councillor Graham Sutton, Portfolio Holder for 
Planning and Regeneration, said, “It’s fantastic 
that the Water Gardens restoration has been 
recognised as an exemplary project. So much 
hard work went into restoring the much-
loved Gardens for the enjoyment of the local 
community. It is thanks to the hard work of HTA 
Design LLP and dedication of the Friends of the 
Jellicoe Water Gardens that we have been able 
to return the Gardens back to their former glory.

The restored Gardens have now also become a 
popular spot for bird watchers to catch a glimpse 
of bright blue and orange kingfishers. See if you 
can spot one next time you visit the Gardens.

Water Gardens

wins top 
landscape award

The BID was jointly funded by ourselves and 
Capital and Regional (Marlowes Shopping 
Centre) and will focus on:

•  Improving visitor experience and the working 
environment

• Accessibility

• Cleanliness, waste removal and recycling

• Place marketing 

BIDs charge a levy to local businesses in return 
for providing services over and above the usual 
council provision. 84% of businesses in Hemel 
Hempstead that voted, voted in favour of the 
BID.

We are pleased to introduce the new BID 
manager, Richard Buxton. His main role will be 

to ensure Hemel town centre continues to be a 
more attractive and welcoming place to shop, 
visit and live. The BID will promote the town 
centre through social media, organise family 
events in the school holidays, expand recycling 
schemes in the town and introduce a Child  
Safe scheme, with designated stores in the 
town used as safe spaces for any lost children 
to go to.

BID funds cannot be used to subsidise or 
replace council services it can only be spent on 
additional services to those already offered.

Hemel votes yes for Business 
Improvement District
Following on from our £30 million Hemel Evolution investment, businesses in Hemel 

Hempstead town centre have voted to become part of a Business Improvement District (BID) – 

a business-led and business-funded body formed to improve a defined commercial area. 

The historic Jellicoe Water Gardens in 

Hemel Hempstead won the Heritage 

and Conservation Landscape Institute 

Award 2017 for, “the preservation 

and comprehensive restoration of a 

significant mid-20th century design”. 

You will also no longer have to return to your car to 

display a ticket. You just need to enter your vehicle 

registration number at the start of your parking 

session when you make your payment. All cash 

parking sessions overrunning 6pm will finish at 4am.

Blue badge holders do not need to purchase a 

parking session or enter their vehicle registration 

number in the pay and park machine, however 

you must display your blue badge clearly in your 

windscreen.

Indigo Park Services UK Ltd will continue to deliver 

the parking enforcement of both car park and on-

street parking on behalf of the Council.  A ‘spotter’ 

vehicle kitted out with ANPR CCTV cameras will 

check number plates and mobile enforcement 

officers will visit areas where they are required to 

issue a Penalty Charge Notice (parking ticket). 

Cllr Graeme Elliot, Portfolio Holder for Finance and 

Resources, said, “The move to paperless tickets and 

contactless payments should make the whole process 

of paying for parking in council car parks much easier 

and quicker for residents. We are pleased to be rolling 

out these improvements along with a freeze in car 

park tariffs for 2018-19.”

Pay and Park is here
In April, we began rolling out new car parking payment machines across the 20 of our 

25 car parks where customers already pay to park. With the new machines you can 

now pay for your parking using your chip and pin or contactless bank card. 

You can find out more about the changes on our 

website www.dacorum.gov.uk/parkingchanges

To find out more about the BID visit  
www.hemelhempsteadbid.com

Photo taken by Frederick Gormer 

For information about the Water Gardens  
and upcoming events visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/watergardens  
or www.jellicoewatergardens.org.uk

Here’s what the new payment machines look like



“Although 20 real nappies is enough if you are 
washing and drying them every few days, we have 
bought a few more. This is because we have liked 
new designs, wanted to try different brands and to 
reduce our nappy washing load to one per week.

“The biggest benefits of cloth nappies have been 
never running out of nappies. They are better at 
containing waste and you don’t get that horrible 
chemical smell you get from disposables.

“Having just given birth to daughter number two, 
we are ready to do it all over again! After some 
trial and error with our first, we have a system 
that works and should continue to work with both 
of them in real nappies. 

“All of our nappies are still in good condition 
despite over two years of use. But with Dacorum’s 
Real Nappy Scheme you can claim either a free 
bundle of real nappies or cashback for each child. 
So we will apply for another bundle too.”

Advice to parents who want 
to go real.
•  Visit a cloth nappy library to try lots of brands to 

see what works for your child. 

•  There are many cloth nappy forums and social 
media groups for advice, so don’t be afraid to ask!

•  Find a routine that works well with making the 
nappies up, changing your child and washing  
the nappies. Once you have a routine, cloth 
nappies are just as convenient as disposables.

NOW
“As Thea has grown bigger there have only 

been a couple of minor changes. We’ve 

learned how to size the nappies using the 

poppers on the front. We have also started 

using bamboo boosters to increase the 

absorbency of the nappies as she drinks more.

THEN
“We were aware of the amount of waste 
disposable nappies create in landfill and didn’t 
want to add to it. We were also worried about the 
chemicals in disposable nappies and didn’t want 
to expose our daughter’s skin to them.

“No matter what our daughter has thrown at the 
real nappy, it has not leaked. Once the nappy is 
dirty, we dry pail it, wash them in the washing 
machine and hang them up to dry. It’s all about 
setting up a system that works for you, then it can 
be just as easy as disposables.”

Dacorum First Credit 
Union 

• Open to those who live, work or study in Dacorum, we provide a simple and affordable way to 
save and borrow money 

• Members who save regularly with us could be eligible for a loan after 8 weeks. Savers receive 
a dividend based on our financial performance 

• We are a cooperative, staffed entirely by volunteers with profits returned to our members 
Interested? 

For more information please visit us at dacorumfirst.co.uk  
or phone us on 01442 240250 

Deposits protected by the FSCS 
Supported by Dacorum Borough Council 

Member of the Association of British Credit Unions Ltd 
Authorised and Regulated by Prudential Regulatory Authority and Financial Conduct Authority 

 

 

Secure Savings and  Low Cost Loans 
From the Ethical Alternative  

Advertisement

A Real Nappy Journey
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Sarah Tucker from Hemel Hempstead is mum to two and a half year old Thea. We last spoke to Sarah when Thea was just 5 months old, 
after she made the decision to try our Real Nappy Scheme.  

Why not give them 
a try – for free!
Sign up to our Real Nappy Scheme to receive 
a FREE nappy starter kit worth over £100, or 
you could also qualify for £50 cashback. 

For more information on real nappies visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/realnappy

By the time your 
baby is potty trained they could  

have used as many as
4,000 nappies

It takes up to 500 years for one 
disposable nappy to decompose  

in a landfill. 

You can save up to £500 
during your baby’s first 

two and a half years 
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We have been working as part of the 

Hertfordshire Fly Tipping Group (HFTG) 

to help combat and raise awareness of 

fly tipping. 

In March, shoppers were surprised to see fly-tipping 
take centre stage in Hemel Hempstead’s town centre. 
Key stakeholders from Dacorum and the HFTG, 
including Police and Crime Commissioner David 
Lloyd, Hertfordshire’s Chief Constable Charlie Hall, MP 
Sir Mike Penning, and Dacorum’s Mayor (Cllr David 
Collins) showed their support for the campaign on 
both a local and countywide level. Their message was 
clear – “Let’s scrap fly-tipping!”

Let’s S.C.R.A.P. fly tipping

Could YOU be fly tipping?
Fly tipping is the illegal dumping of items. It can be as 
small as a single bag, to an entire truck load of 
rubbish. Around two-thirds of fly tips are household 
waste such as bags of items, furniture, white goods, 
building waste, garden waste, etc. 

Items and bags left beside street bins and recycling 
banks, on the floor of communal bin areas, outside closed 
Household Waste Recycling Centres and charity shops 
are all fly tipping! If bins and banks are full or the shop 
or centre is closed, take your  items away with you – do  
not leave them behind, or you could receive a Fixed 
Penalty Notice up to £400 or face an unlimited fine. 

Around £820,000 of council tax payers’ money is 
spent clearing fly tips on public land in Hertfordshire 
each year - nearly £50 million in England as a whole. 
The enforcement costs are an additional £315,000 
each year too. Fly tipping is punishable by an 
unlimited fine or imprisonment.

How you can prevent fly tipping
We all have a legal obligation, or duty of care, to 
ensure our household or business waste is disposed of 
correctly. The best way to stop organised fly tipping is 
to make sure that only authorised waste carriers take 
your waste away. 

You could face prosecution and an unlimited fine if 
your waste ends up fly tipped by someone else.

Remember, if it’s your waste, it’s your responsibility!

Avoid a fine. Put items in a bin, not by the side; don’t 
leave items out for the ‘scrap man’; and always follow 
the S.C.R.A.P. code if you are having household waste 
removed:

SUSPECT all waste carriers; do not let them take your 
waste until they have proven themselves to be 
legitimate. A professional waste carrier should happily 
answer reasonable questions.

CHECK their waste carrier’s registration details, then 
verify them by searching the Environment Agency 
website (link below) or by calling 03708 506 506. 
Note down the registration number of the vehicle 
used to take your waste away.

REFUSE unexpected offers to have any rubbish taken 
away. If you do not trust that someone who you have 
spoken to will be disposing of waste legally, report 
their vehicle registration and name to the 
Environment Agency.

ASK what will happen to your rubbish and seek 
evidence that it is going to be disposed of 
appropriately.

PAPERWORK should be obtained. Make sure you get a 
proper invoice, waste transfer note or a receipt for your 
waste removal. This should give a description of the 
waste and provide the waste carrier’s contact details.

How you can find legal waste carriers: Always carry 
out your own research and choose whose services 
you wish to use. You can find licensed waste carriers 
in your neighbourhood by calling the Environment 
Agency on 03708 506 506 or visiting:  
www.environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/
search-waste-carriers-brokers 

How you can report fly tipping
Fly tipping is an illegal activity. If you see it in action, 
call the Police on 999 and report it as a crime in 
progress. All fly tipping should be reported online at 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/flytipping, regardless of whether 
you saw it in progress or have just discovered it.

Record as many details as possible and never put 
yourself at risk when reporting a fly tip.

What should I do with my waste?
•  Use your kerbside waste and recycling collection. 

Visit www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling to see which 
items go in which bin.

•  Use your Neighbourhood Recycling Bank or 
Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC). Visit 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/recyclingcentres to find out 
the location and opening hours of your nearest 
HWRC and check in advance for queues using a live 
web-cam feed.

•  Use our bulky waste collection service. Visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/bulkywaste to find out  
about our service to collect bulky items directly 
from your home. 

•  Sell or donate your unwanted items. You can sell or 
give away items online using websites such as eBay, 
Gumtree, Freecycle or social media community 
groups. Only donate items to charity shops during 
their opening hours.

A41 Clean Up
In March, we carried out our annual 
clean-up of the verges along the A41. 

cost and time involved means we can only clear this 

road once a year.

If you are travelling please remember to take your 

litter home with you. Due to a change in the law 

vehicle owners can now also receive fines if it can be 

proved litter was thrown from their car – even if it 

was thrown out by somebody else.

MP Sir Mike Penning, Cllr David Collins and Cllr Janice Marshall join council officers to call for residents to help SCRAP fly tipping

It took 20 crew members, one week to pick up eight 

tons of litter. As we have to close parts of the road, the 



Aluminium can be endlessly recycled and uses just 
five per cent of the energy needed to make it from 
raw materials. The energy saved by recycling one 
aluminium drink can is enough to run a television 
for three hours!

Take a look around your home and 
make sure you are recycling all of 
your household metals: 

If you have lots of small pieces of foil, such as 
sweet wrappers, it’s best to roll them together into 
a tennis-ball sized lump, so they are sorted more 
easily in the factory.

If your recyclable containers have food remains on, 
just give them a quick rinse or wipe in the sink, or 
pop them in the dishwasher with your dishes before 
putting them in your blue-lidded bin. This will stop 
food contaminating other waste in your blue-lidded 
bin such as cardboard and paper. 

One bin is rubbish
In the UK, almost 90 per cent of packaging is 

recycled in our kitchens, while only half of items 

are recycled in the bathroom. Putting a second 

recycling bin in your bathroom, as you have in 

your kitchen, could turn your household into  

top recyclers.

Most things used in the bathroom can easily be 

recycled, which would make a huge difference. 

For instance, if everyone in the UK recycled just 

one toothpaste box, it would save enough energy 

to run a fridge in over 2,000 homes for a year. 

Here are some of the things you are likely to throw 

away in your bathroom that could be recycled:

Shampoo and conditioner bottles 

Shower gel containers 

Toothpaste boxes 

Toilet roll tubes 

Liquid soap bottles 

Bleach bottles 

Cleaning products 

Deodorant sprays

Hairsprays

Perfume bottles

Having a separate bin for these recyclables helps 

to remove the ‘yuck factor’ when it comes to 

putting your bins out and sorting through your 

bathroom rubbish. No room for a second bin? 

Why not use a small box or bag which you can 

easily carry down to your main recycling when it 

gets full. 

Green Dacorum   9www.dacorum.gov.uk/digest

Over 30 community groups, schools, individuals and 
businesses took part in the clear up collecting nearly 
200 bags of rubbish and 200 bags of recycling. 

Portfolio Holder for Environment Sustainability and 
Regulatory Services, Councillor Janice Marshall, said, 
“A huge thank you to all those involved for your 
hard work taking part in the Great British Spring 
Clean. Your actions have not only helped to keep 
our neighbourhoods clean and tidy, but act as an 
inspiration to others to keep our areas clean in future.” 

We visited local primary schools and Scout groups to 
teach around 450 children about the problems litter 
causes and the importance of recycling. 

Great British 
Spring Clean

Can you  
recycle right?

Throughout March, 700 litter heroes took 
to the streets to carry out the second ever 
Great British Spring Clean – a national 
campaign empowering volunteers to help 
clean up the country.

Don’t get foiled, make sure you are recycling your metals right and putting 
your tins in your blue-lidded bin. 

We understand that spending time taking 
care of your garden can create more waste. 
The Additional Garden Waste Subscription 
Service is perfect for those who would like 
the opportunity to recycle more garden waste 
from your home, saving you a trip to the tip.

This optional service enables you to buy as 
many additional green-lidded bins as you need 
for £25 each and pay a seasonal fee of £50 
per bin to have these emptied alongside your 
regular green bin collection. 

Calling all
gardeners!
Are you one of the  
thousands of green-fingered  
residents living in Dacorum  
who enjoys growing  
their own veg or creating  
beautiful flower displays in their garden? 

For more information, to order additional  
bins or subscribe, visit our website today 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/extragreenbin

• Drinks cans

• Food tins

• Aerosol sprays (empty)

• Aluminium foil 

• Food trays and cases

• Takeaway containers

• Foil chocolate wrappers

It takes just 40 days for a drinks can 
to go from being recycled to being 
back on the shelf again.

To find out more about what items belong  
in which bins visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/recycling

For more information on what you can recycle in 
your blue-lidded bin visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/blueliddedbin

Want to do a litter pick?  
Email cleansafegreen@dacorum.gov.uk to request 
litter picking equipment with details of your event.
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Everyone Active will be investing more than £2.3 

million into our flagship leisure facilities at Hemel 

Hempstead and Berkhamsted. This will provide 

quality leisure services for the community as 

well as an affordable and diverse range of sports 

facilities for everyone to enjoy, regardless of their 

age or ability. 

What is Everyone Active?
Everyone Active is the UK’s longest-established 

sports and leisure provider, with more than 30 

years’ experience of managing council leisure 

centres. You may have already visited one of the 

centres it runs nearby in Watford or St Albans.

Everyone Active will be providing:

• An award-winning Learn to Swim  

programme 

• State-of-the-art gym facilities

• A full range of classes from beginners 

activities to high-impact cardio

• Support for local clubs and athletes

• School holiday activities

• A welcoming café

• Access to other Everyone Active centres as  

part of your membership

Everyone Active brings with it the provision of 

award-winning services and will open up a range 

of new sporting opportunities for people in the 

borough.

Its mission is to encourage everybody to get more 

active – and therefore healthier – by providing 

state-of-the-art facilities at affordable prices, 

something it’s already working hard to achieve in 

many nearby communities. 

How will young people benefit?
Our younger residents will benefit from Everyone 
Active’s commitment to raising the importance 
of healthy lifestyles. It will be promoting school 
swimming lessons to ensure more children leave 
primary school able to swim at least 25 metres. 

The Alex Danson Hockey Academy has been 
launched to inspire more primary school children 
to pick up a stick by offering them access to fun, 
engaging training sessions led by expert coaches. 
The Olympic gold medal-winner has designed the 
programme in partnership with Everyone Active, 
and together they are rolling it out in schools and 
leisure facilities across the country.

Everyone Active will also be introducing its talent 
development programme to the borough. Set 
up to support up-and-coming sports people in 
achieving their full potential, Everyone Active 
Sporting Champions offers local athletes access to 
high-quality training facilities, financial support 
and expert advice.

If you are an aspiring sports star, you could be 
awarded with a bronze, silver or gold sponsorship 
package. Each package will provide successful 
candidates with free access to Everyone Active’s 
centres across the country, and those on the 
higher tiers can also receive a sponsorship grant 
of up to £5,000 to help towards their training and 
competition costs. 

Access to free mentoring sessions led by some of 
the country’s top sporting talent are also offered 
to those on the scheme.

What will happen to sports 
facilities in Tring?
We are currently working with Tring School on 
proposals to transfer responsibility for the sports 
centre and swimming pool to the school. In the 
interim, Everyone Active will manage the Tring 
Sports Centre and swimming pool.

What do you think about the 
Athletics Track?
We will be bringing forward proposals for the 
development of a new athletics track and stadium. 
We will be conducting a public consultation with 
drop-in sessions in June 2018.

Please visit www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation 
in June for more information.

What are the Council doing to 
help residents get active?
We are committed to delivering a high quality, 
sporting environment, which enables clubs, users 
and the wider community to live healthy and 
active lives. 

Over the past several months we have consulted 
with local sports clubs, residents, and Herts Sports 
Partnership, to help us better understand the needs 
of the borough. We are using this to develop a new 
Sports and Physical Activity Strategy which will give 
us a vision for Dacorum and how to provide more 
opportunities for our residents to get active.

Changes to your local 
leisure centres
In April, we officially began our partnership with Everyone Active. 

The sports and leisure provider are managing Berkhamsted and Hemel 

Hempstead Leisure Centres, Hemel Hempstead School Courts, Jarman Park 

Athletics Track and Longdean Sports Centre.

You can find out more by visiting  
www.everyoneactive.com

Everyone Active Sporting Champion Max Whitlock

The team at Hemel Hempstead Leisure Centre

Everyone Active Sporting Champion Alex Danson

To find out more, visit  
www.easportingchampions.com



facebook.com/everyoneactive

@everyoneactive

Everyone Active 
works in partnership with 

Dacorum Borough Council

Find out more information or join online at www.everyoneactive.com/HelloDacorum

• Unlimited use of fantastic facilities

• One month’s free Nutrition Complete*

• Access to online booking and payment 
 for activities

• Free e-guest passes for your friends 
 and family

• Free online training, activity planner 
 and Ask an Expert fitness support

• Unlimited use of the Everyone Active app

• Free online gym induction

• Special discounts and offers from our 
 selected partners

*From the start date of your membership

MEMBERSHIPS WITH BENEFITS
JOIN THE EVERYONE FAMILY TODAY AND YOU’LL GET:

SAYS 
HELLO!
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There will be a whole bunch of fun activities coming to a 

park near you this summer as our Pop up events return 

with free inflatable fun for all. These events are suitable 

for all ages to make sure you grab a picnic and come and 

enjoy some of our borough’s beautiful green spaces.

Pop ups are on from 
11am to 2pm in:

Hemel Hempstead
Wednesday 30 May  
Randalls Park, Allendale 

Friday 27 July  
Durrants Park, Apsley 

Wednesday 22 August  
Coronation fields, Bennetts End 
(behind community centre) 

Friday 24 August  
Northridge Park, Warners End 
(behind Stoneycroft shops)

Kings Langley
Wednesday 8 August 
The Nap

Berkhamsted
Friday 10 August 
Canal Fields

Wilstone
Wednesday 15 August  
Tring Road, by village hall

Tring
Friday 17 August  
Pond Close

Playdays
Our National Playdays will also 
be back the first week of August 
at our Adventure Playgrounds. 
Come and join in the fun from 
11am to 4pm on:

Tuesday 31 July,  
Chaulden Adventure Playground

Wednesday 1 August,  
Grovehill Adventure Playground

Thursday 2 August,  
Adeyfield Adventure Playground

Lark in the Park
Join us for a Lark in the Park on 
Friday 29 August in Gadebridge 
Park from 11am - 4pm. There 
will be an inflatable obstacle 
course, go karts and more. It’s 
taking place right next to the 
new splash park so you’ll also be 
able to enjoy the water and the 
new play area too. 

Pop ups
in the park
are back

What kind of water 
user are you? 
Join the #TapChat to find out! 

Visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/events 
for more information

Short and sweet, or long and steamy? When it comes to water 

use there’s no clear definition of what’s “normal” making daily 

water habits an interesting topic to dive into. The South East 

gets 50% less rainfall than the rest of the UK, and combined 

with high population, we have less water available per person 

than Morocco. We need to re-think how we use water.

With each one of us using on average 
over 150 litres of water per day, and 
2 in 3 people saying they don’t think 
they can do anything to use less water, 
environmental charity Hubbub is 
starting a #TapChat about water use, in 
partnership with Affinity Water.

Ready to dive in and start saving? 
Follow #TapChat on social media for 
daily tips or get started with Hubbub’s 
top 5 tips for saving water which can 
save you time and even money if you’re 
on a water meter. 

1)  Shorten your shower. Aim for 4 
minutes per day. Showers can use 
between 5-15 litres per minute.

2)  Turn the tap off when cleaning your 
teeth to save 24 litres per day. 

3)  Share a flush. We don’t want to spell 
it out for you but if it’s yellow let it 
mellow, if it’s brown flush it down. 

4)  Wait until you have a full load before 
doing the laundry. Hang up clothes to 
air rather than washing to make them 
last longer. 

5)  Do the dishes in a washing-up bowl 
or fill the basin to use 60% less water 
than leaving the tap running. If using 
a dishwasher, remember to stack it 
full before running.

Saving water is quick and easy. Join 
the #TapChat on social media or 
visit www.hubbub.org.uk/tapchat  
for more tips.

Station Gateway 
Consultation – now open

The scheme aims to deliver 
improvements for rail passengers and 
other visitors, better public transport 
services and high quality new homes. 

The online survey will be open from 
Monday 21 May until Sunday 10 June 
2018. You will be able to complete the 
survey through our website where 
you can also see the draft masterplan 
and frequently asked questions. 

Following the consultation a 
Supplementary Planning Document 
will be developed for the Station 

Gateway, which will add detail to the 
policies about this area in the Local 
Plan and be a key document when 
planning applications are assessed. 
Further consultation will take place 
on the Supplementary Planning 
Document later this year. 

For more information or to 
complete the survey visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation 
or email  
regeneration@dacorum.gov.uk

A masterplan for the Station Gateway site is being prepared to 

guide the future redevelopment of Hemel Hempstead train station 

and land next to it on London Road.



www.dacorum.gov.uk/digest

At this year’s event, the arena will host 
The Rockwood Dog Display Team and The 
Revelations Majorettes. The Portsmouth Action 
Field Gun Display Team will be headlining the 
event and perform twice throughout the day. 

On stage will be the presentation for the winners 
of a military themed local primary school poster 
competition as well as performances from the 
RAF Halton Military Wives Choir, The Royal 
Yeomanry Band and the ‘Rockabellas’. 

There will be plenty to keep everyone 
entertained throughout the day with fairground 
rides, adventure equipment and stalls hosted 
by the Royal British Legion and many more. 
And you won’t go hungry as there’ll be a range 
of refreshments on offer from wood fired 
pizzas to burgers, fries and crepes.

Armed Forces Day Celebration – 
Saturday 30 June

This year our Armed Forces Day Celebration is on National Armed 
Forces Day. The event will be celebrating the centenary of World War 
One and the 10th year of the Armed Forces Day campaign. 

Your Dacorum   13

When: Saturday 30 June 2018, 10am - 4.30pm
Where: Gadebridge Park

Find out the latest event information on our 
Facebook page @dacorum or on our website 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/armed-forces



14   Young Dacorum www.dacorum.gov.uk/digest

Dacorum Rocks
Our four Adventure Playgrounds were busy 

painting pebbles during February half term. 

Each playground (Adeyfield, Chaulden, 

Grovehill and Bennetts End) decorated  

25 rocks numbered from 1 to 100.

The 25 rocks from each Adventure Playground 
are located in a trail within 500 metres of the 
playgrounds. We are encouraging both young 
and old to see if you can crack the trails. Post 
photos of your finds on Facebook and Twitter 
using #DacorumRocks and see what other 
rocks have been found.

Please replace the stones where you find it for 
others to seek out.

Book your place
To express an interest in M-ASK, please fill out 
the online form at  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/mask or call  
01442 228181.

Our National Playdays will also be back 

at the beginning of the summer holidays. 

Come and join in the fun from 11am to 

4pm on:

Tuesday 31 July  

Chaulden Adventure Playground

Wednesday 1 August  

Grovehill Adventure Playground

Thursday 2 August  

Adeyfield Adventure Playground

At our Playdays we will have free 

inflatable fun, stalls and barbecues. So 

come along for a great family day out. 

You’ll also be able to use all the great 

facilities such as wooden climbing frames, 

zip wires and skate ramps.

School Holiday Opening 
Times 
During the summer holidays the 

Adventure Playgrounds will be open 

Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 

5.30pm. The Playgrounds are closed at 

weekends during the school holidays, 

and will also be closed the weekend 

before and the weekend after the 

holidays.

Looking for a place to 
party?
Our Adventure Playgrounds are 

available to hire for parties when they 

are not open to the public. For more 

information and to book please contact 

the playground you want to hire. Contact 

information is available on our website.

Adventure 

Awaits
Come along to our 
Adventure Playgrounds this 
summer for plenty of fun.

Free theatre
programme

M-ASK use theatre techniques to 

help young people suffering from 

stress, anxiety, depression and other 

conditions affecting mental wellbeing. 

You do not need any experience to 

take part everyone is welcome.

Each session will explore theatre techniques 
using masks and you will have the opportunity to 
complete a Bronze Level Arts Award qualification.

To take part in this free programme – which is 
funded by us and Hertfordshire Public Health 
– you must be aged 11 or over and live within 
Dacorum borough.

When and where
The 12-week programme runs 5.30pm – 7.30pm 
every Thursday between 13 September and 6 
December 2018 (term time only) with a taster 
session on Thursday 6 September 2018.

Sessions will take place at The Old Town Hall,  
High Street, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 3AE.

For more information visit  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/
adventureplaygrounds 
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We are urging dog owners to deal with 
their animal’s poo responsibly. Bag it 
and put it in a bin.

People who leave full poo bags hanging from 
trees and fences are still committing an offence – 
even if they have picked it up off the ground.

Our Dog Warden, Sarah Lewis, said:  
“We appreciate that people are picking up after 
their dogs, but to then leave bags hanging 

from trees and fences is still an offence. It is an 
eyesore for people trying to enjoy beauty spots 
in Dacorum as well as being a health hazard. 
There are dog bins across the borough.” 

You can put dog poo in any street bin - so if the 

dog poo bin is full please take it and put it in 

the nearest empty bin. Our enforcement officers 

continue to monitor local neighbourhoods to 

spot anyone failing to clean up after their dogs 

responsibly.

Don’t let
pests spoil
your summer
As the weather warms up, we 
can enjoy spending more time 
outdoors with friends and family. 
But often we are joined by 
unwanted guests like ants and 
wasps. Here’s our top tips for 
keeping pests at bay this summer:

Top Tip 1: If ants attempt to invade your 

kitchen, keep food in sealed containers and 

make sure that you quickly clear up crumbs 

on countertops and floors. If the problem 

becomes too large, our professional pest 

control service can remove the problem.

Top Tip 2: If you spot a wasp nest near 

your home keep your waste bagged and 

bins containing food away from your house 

as they could attract wasps. If you are 

concerned about the nest we offer a swift 

and effective service for dealing with them 

in one treatment.

Top Tip 3: If you have bees rather than 

a wasp nest near your home the best advice 

is to leave them alone. For advice please 

contact Herts Beekeepers association  

www.hertsbees.org.uk/swarms who may be 

able to remove swarms.

Bag it. Bin it.

Dog Home Boarding Licensing

Problem pests?
We can help…
We offer a professional pest 
control service both to homes 
and businesses in Dacorum.  
We treat a variety of pests 
including wasps, hornets, ants, 
flies, mice and rats. 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/pestcontrol    pestcontrol@dacorum.gov.uk

Residents please call 01442 228000 and ask for pest control  
(please tell us if you are a Dacorum Borough Council tenant).  
Businesses call 01442 228455.

Discounts 
available for 

Dacorum Card 
holders

You can report dog fouling on our website  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/dogfouling

If you are boarding dogs in your 
home then, just like a kennel, you 
must have an animal boarding 
licence issued by us.

The requirement for licensing is set out in 

the Animal Boarding Establishments Act 

1963, which applies to kennels as well as 

those “working from a private dwelling”. This 

legislation is due to be updated in October 

2018 with The Animal Welfare (Licensing of 

Activities Involving Animals) Regulations 2018, 

but broadly the same rules will apply and dog 

home boarders will still need a licence.

How do I get a licence?
Getting a licence involves filling in an 
application form, paying a fee and having your 
home inspected. Licences have conditions 
attached including how you care for the dogs 
and provide for their needs, how many dogs 
you can care for and a requirement to keep a 
record of the animals you board.

As licences are issued by local authorities 
rather than central government, there is 
some variation in the process between areas. 
Please contact us for further information by 
emailing dogwarden@dacorum.gov.uk



The celebratory season starts in September with 
a launch party, with special guests and dance 
performances by community groups. 

Following the launch, The Old Town Hall will host its 
first Literary Weekend, consisting of a playwriting 
festival and storytelling event. These events will 
see professional playwrights and storytellers 
collaborating with local actors and writers. Following 
a competition, five ten minute plays by writers from 
Dacorum will be selected and then performed in the 
theatre on Saturday 22 September. 

On the following Sunday, Hemel Hempstead-based 
storytelling organisation RAW will present true 

and extraordinary stories taken from the lives of 
ordinary people living in Hemel Hempstead. 

There will also be able an opportunity for budding 
young performers to take part in a youth talent 
show towards the end of the year. Youngsters will be 
able to demonstrate their artistic talents in X-factor 
style auditions. Winners will present their musical, 
theatrical or other artistry in a special showcase at 
the Old Town Hall. 

Other festivities include a Film Festival Weekend, a 
Fun Palace event for families and a bigger, better and 
spookier Ghost Walk during the Old Town’s annual 
Halloween street party. 
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This autumn, The Old Town Hall is delighted to mark its fortieth anniversary as an 

arts venue with a special season of events named Festival at Forty.

Festival at Forty

For further information about how to take  

part in the Festival at Forty, please  

visit oldtownhall.co.uk

During the First World War he served in the 
Bedfordshire Regiment, having previously served 
with the Hertfordshire Militia. The London Gazette 
dated 24-4-1918 stated he was awarded the 
Victoria Cross, “For most conspicuous bravery, 
skilful leading and handling of his battalion in 
very critical situations … During this time he 
moved freely amongst his men guiding and 
encouraging them, and by his great courage 
undoubtedly saved the situation.”

Lieutenant Colonel John Collings-Wells was 
injured during the German spring offensive and 
was killed when a bunker he reluctantly went 
into to have his wounds dressed received a 
direct hit from a mortar shell. He is buried in the 
Bouzincourt Ridge Cemetery, France.

Local Parish Councillors, MP Sir Mike Penning 
and the Lieutenant Colonel’s family, attended the 
ceremony.  

Victoria Cross  
Centenary Memorial
A commemorative paving stone was 

unveiled next to the Markyate War 

Memorial on Tuesday 27 March. The 

ceremony paid honour to Lieutenant 

Colonel John Collings-Wells VC (19 July 

1880 – 27 March 1918) and marks 100 

years since his award of the Victoria 

Cross Medal and his death.

Care Group 
celebrate 
25th anniversary
Markyate and Flamstead Care Group 
have celebrated 25 years of supporting 
their local community this year. 

The group help older and disabled residents 

through their minibus service. They offer 

door-to-door shopping trips, pub lunch trips 

and even take residents in their own cars to 

doctors and hospital appointments.

Over 60 local volunteer members help 

transport residents, drive the minibus and act 

as escorts on trips. They also hold an annual 

fundraising walk to raise funds for the group. 

To find out more or to volunteer please 
contact Chairman Malcolm Davis on  
01582 840554 or email 
malcolmdavies696@btinternet.com

The commemorative paving stone

MP Sir Mike Penning, Mayor of Dacorum Cllr David Collins and 
Cllr Bert Chapman join family and members of the Legion at the 
ceremony
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You can now apply for £3,000 for your community 

group. Not enough for your project? We will consider 

applications for up to £10,000 in exceptional 

circumstances. Only need £500? Our small grants 

fund is easier to apply for and takes just 10 minutes.

How to apply
To apply for a community grant, your project or group 

must demonstrate that it seeks to work in partnership 

with other groups, meets at least one of our priorities 

and two of the five ways to wellbeing outcomes:

Our Priorities
•  A clean, safe and enjoyable environment (making 

Dacorum a tidy and safe place for people to live, 

work and visit)

• Building strong and vibrant communities (enabling 

self-help and volunteering to build communities in 

Dacorum)

•  Ensuring economic growth and prosperity 

(supporting the growth of businesses, jobs and 

investment in Dacorum)

Five Ways to Wellbeing
Connect • Be active • Learn • Take notice • Give

You can apply through our website  

www.dacorum.gov.uk/grants before  

Friday 25 May 2018.

We have two more rounds available this year. The 

deadlines for applications for the next two rounds 

are Friday 27 July and Friday 23 November.

Community grants in action
Recently, we awarded Tring Yarn Bomb £2,980 

with funding towards installation costs, yarn and 

photocopying for two Yarn Bomb projects in 2018. 

It also went towards teaching classes, starter kits, 

website creation, and volunteer costs.

A yarn bomb is covering an object or structure in 

a public place with decorative knitted or crocheted 

material, as a form of street art. Tring Yarn bomb has a 

team of volunteers who knit items and the Yarn bomb 

displays have brought a smile to thousands of people 

during the time that the installation is up. Volunteers 

benefit from socialising with the group while knitting. 

And after the installations are taken down, and items 

sold, the money gets donated to local charities.

Look out for Tring Yarn Bomb’s celebration of the 

100 year anniversary of the First World War, as well 

as their Christmas installation in 2018.

Find out more on our website  

www.dacorum.gov.uk/grants

Events for and with The Hospice since May 
2017 have included the Mayor and Mayoress 
hosting a Garden Party at Ashridge House 
and Afternoon Tea at Shendish Manor. A quiz 
night was held at The Forum and a sell-out 
performance of Pippin at Tring Park School 
for the Performing Arts have both been 
excellent fund raisers for the Hospice.  

The Mayor has also been involved in the 
Santa Dash, The Dacorum Steam Fair as 
well as attending volunteering days at The 
Hospice and a tour of Smiths Coffee and a 
Christmas Corporate Partner Network at the 
Hospice.  

Kate Phipps-Wiltshire, Chief Executive Officer 
at The Hospice of St Francis, said, 

“Cllr David Collins has been a tremendous 

ambassador for The Hospice of St Francis 

this year. Everywhere he’s been across 

Dacorum he’s been telling people he meets 

what we do and giving an insight into the 

life of our charity - particularly how we help 

over 2,000 people every year and how the 

Hospice needs to raise £10 a minute to keep 

running. 

“Cllr Collins, having picked us as his charity 

of the year, has himself helped fund that 

care through a whole variety of activities 

from quiz nights to tea parties for which 

we’re hugely grateful.” 

Make it happen for your community

The Mayor’s Charity

Last year we gave 35 community groups over £77,000 in community grant funding. 
And for the first time we all came together to celebrate at our Community Grants 
Awards Ceremony in March.

Our funding has helped local sports clubs to get people active, games clubs to bring 
people together and funded training for volunteers to help them give back to our 
community.

Our 2018 community grants fund is now open!

Mayor Cllr David Collins and Mayoress Cllr Elaine Collins have had a busy 

year showing great support to the Hospice of St Francis, their chosen charity 

for the year.

To find out more about the hospice and 

how you can support its work visit  

www.stfrancis.org.uk

Our Community Grants Awards Winners 2018
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If you live in Dacorum, the Council is part of 
your every day life, so it’s important you have a 
say in the decisions that affect you. This section 
in Dacorum Digest is to let you know about 
opportunities coming up for you to get involved 
in local decision making.

Dacorum Borough Council

Committee 
meetings
Meetings of the Council, its Cabinet and other committees are open  
to the public. You can arrange to speak at one of these meetings if they are 
discussing an issue of particular interest to you. Go to  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/participate for more information. 

All meetings take place at The Forum and start at 7.30pm with the exception 
of Development Management which starts at 7pm. 

Full Council
All 51 Council Members attend Full 
Council meetings, held around seven or 
eight times a year. They debate and agree 
decisions on behalf of local residents.  

Wednesday 16 May 
Wednesday 11 July 
Wednesday 26 September 

Cabinet Meetings
The Council’s Cabinet has six senior 
Councillors who meet every month 
to make key decisions. The Cabinet’s 
decisions can be ‘called in’ to be looked 
at in more detail by an Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee, or may need to be 
approved by Full Council.

Tuesday 22 May 
Tuesday 26 June 
Tuesday 31 July 
Tuesday 18 September 
Tuesday 16 October

Overview and Scrutiny 
Committees
These meet regularly to discuss service 
performance and improvements and 
to check the decisions made by the 
Cabinet. They are made up of Council 
Members from across the political 
parties and encourage views from local 
people, community groups and  
our partner organisations. 

Strategic Planning and  
Environment
Tuesday 19 June 
Tuesday 24 July 
Wednesday 19 September

Housing and Community
Wednesday 13 June 
Wednesday 4 July 
Wednesday 5 September 
Wednesday 10 October

Finance and Resources 
Tuesday 12 June 
Tuesday 17 July 
Tuesday 11 September 
Tuesday 9 October

Health in Dacorum
Wednesday 20 June 
Wednesday 4 September

Development Management Committee
This committee makes decisions on 
planning applications

Thursday 24 May 
Thursday 14 June  
Thursday 5 July  
Thursday 26 July 
Thursday 16 August 
Thursday 6 September 
Thursday 27 September

Other committee meetings
Licensing  
(Health and Safety and Enforcement)
Tuesday 22 May 
Tuesday 26 June 
Tuesday 31 July 
Tuesday 21 August 
Tuesday 18 September

Dacorum Community Safety Partnership
Wednesday 23 May

Standards Committee
Thursday 21 June 
Thursday 20 September

Audit Committee
Wednesday 30 May 
Wednesday 25 July 
Wednesday 12 September

Meeting times and agendas are correct 
at the time of printing but can change. 
Meeting agendas are published a week 
before the meeting date. You can find 
the most up-to-date details, agendas, 
minutes and meeting dates on our 
website at  
www.dacorum.gov.uk/councilmeetings 

Council tenants 
and leaseholders
Do you want to get involved with the housing service?  
You could learn new skills with our Tenant Academy
Tenant Academy provides training for council tenants, leaseholders and people staying 
in our temporary accommodation. We offer free courses on a range of topics, including 
digital skills, DIY and physical activity. Find out more about Tenant Academy and 
register your interest for a course at: www.dacorum.gov.uk/tenant-academy

Help us improve our services
Would you like to help us to improve the service our tenants and leaseholders receive? 
If you have a few hours to spare each month why not join our Tenant Inspectors group 
or Tenant and Leaseholder Committee? For more information contact:  
tenant.involvement@dacorum.gov.uk

Have your say
We ask for your views on a variety of issues in surveys throughout the year. 
You can take part online at www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation

Online consultation group
Want to give us your views on a range of council issues?  
Join our online consultation group and let us have your views via the 
internet. The email group is designed to be flexible and convenient to you. 
Once you join, you will be invited to take part in online consultations. You 
won’t have to participate in every consultation – only the ones that you feel 
relevant to you or would like to give us your opinion about.  

To join you must be aged 16 or over, live in Dacorum and be able to 
complete our surveys online.

Current and upcoming consultations:
The Bury Museum 
Closes 20 May 
Make history come alive. Tell us your views on what makes a great a 
museum and heritage centre as we work on proposals in partnership with 
Dacorum Heritage Trust and museum associations from across the borough 
for the future of the Bury. 

Station Gateway 
Open 21 May until 10 June 
Tell us your views on the masterplan for the Station Gateway site to guide 
the future redevelopment of Hemel Hempstead train station.

Athletics Track 
Open June 2018 
Tell us your views on proposals for the development of a new athletics track 
and stadium.

Register at www.dacorum.gov.uk/consultation where you’ll also find more 
information, or email haveyoursay@dacorum.gov.uk with any questions.
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Family Theatre
Tickets £7, £5.50 Dacorum Card

Mischief and Mystery in Moomin Valley 
Magical puppetry, an ingenious set, original 
music and interactive play will delight 
young audiences aged 4 to 7 years and 
encourage them to immerse themselves 
in a unique participatory storytelling 
experience. Expect snow, surprises and 
plenty of Moomin mischief. 
Saturday 15 September, 11am, 1pm, 3pm

Me and My Bee 
Multi award-winning theatre company, 
ThisEgg, invites you to save the world – one 
bee at a time. A new comedy for children 
and adults alike. Plant the seed for change, 
join the Bee Party. Before it’s too late…
Suitable for ages 5 + 
Saturday 13 October, 2.30pm

Live Music
Lisa Mills 
Lisa Mills takes her audiences on a musical, 
and often humorous, emotional journey 
with charm and panache that is melodic, 
raw, unfettered and, most important, 
searingly honest. She leaves it all on the 
stage…and in your heart. Expect blues, 
country, gospel and soul influences. 
Friday 21 September, 8pm 
£13.50, £11.50 concession & £10.50 
Dacorum Card

Barb Jungr and John McDaniel 
Internationally renowned singer Barb Jungr 
and Grammy & Emmy award winner John 
McDaniel are together again with their 
newest collaboration: Float Like A Butterfly – 
The Sting Songbook. This new show features 
some of Sting’s best known and also lesser 
known songs, with Jungr as always bringing 
new meaning to classics “Fields of Gold”, 
“Message in a Bottle” & “Englishman in New 
York”, with McDaniel’s nonpareil musicality, 
harmonies and her radiant humor. 
Saturday 13 October, 8pm 
£14.50, £12.50 Concession,  
£10.50 Dacorum Card

Kiki Dee and Carmelo Luggeri
2018 marks Kiki’s 55th year in the music 
industry and has cemented her status as 
one of the UK’s finest and most revered 
vocalists. Join Kiki and Carmelo for an 
acoustic journey of stories and song which 
include unique covers of songs by artists 
such as Kate Bush and Frank Sinatra and of 
course Kiki’s own hits “Don’t Go Breaking 
My Heart”, “I Got The Music In Me” and the 
stunning “Amoureuse”. 
Friday 2 November, 8pm 
Tickets: £14.50, £12.50 Concession, 
£10.50 Dacorum Card

Theatre
Ventoux 
Ventoux is the story of Lance Armstrong 
and Marco Pantani on the fearsome Mont 
Ventoux in the 2000 Tour de France. Their 
rivalry is re-staged by 2Magpies Theatre 
using breathtaking video accompaniment 
and a pair of road bikes, asking the 
question – how far will we go to succeed? 
Tuesday 2 October, 8pm 
£14.50, £12.50 concession,  
£10.50 Dacorum Card, £5.50 UpStaged

The Devil’s Bride 
Aspiring 17th Century painter Godfried 
Schalken seeks an apprenticeship with 
famous artist Gerard Douw, and falls in 
love with Douw’s niece Rose. But Douw 
achieved his fame by making a pact with 
the Devil, and when Gerard attempts to 
wed Rose, his evil rival returns to claim his 
wicked prize. This Autumn’s “THE DEVIL’S 
BRIDE” is the perfect Gothic Horror treat as 
the evenings draw in! 
Wednesday 31 October, 8pm
£14.50, £12.50 concession,  
£10.50 Dacorum Card, £5.50 UpStaged

Comedy
Phil Nicol: Your Wrong 
Trump. Your wrong. Brexit. Your wrong. 
Facebook. Your wrong. Tinder. Your wrong. 
Religion. Your wrong. Fashion. Your wrong. 
Grammar. Your wrong! This latest show 
by Canadian comic Phil Nicol questions 
the nature of understanding and explores 
our modern day need to be right about 
everything. 
Friday 5 October, 8pm 
£14, £12 concessions

There’s never been a better time to visit The Old Town Hall as we mark 
our fortieth anniversary as an arts venue. This autumn, we have put 
together a special season of events named Festival at Forty, with plenty of 
performances and unique events for all to enjoy. You can read more about 
the celebratory events we have planned on page 16.

Here is a selection of other performances that you can look forward to at  
The Old Town Hall this autumn. For the full season, please visit our website 
at oldtownhall.co.uk

The Old Town Hall, High Street, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 3AE 
oldtownhall.co.uk   facebook.com/theoldtownhallarts   Twitter @theoldtownhall
Book tickets:  
By phone 01442 228091, Monday to Friday, 12pm to 5.30pm.  
Postage fee £1.50 per transaction. 
Online select your own seat at oldtownhall.co.uk
In person Monday to Friday, 12pm to 5.30pm and from one hour before  
each performance.

Barb Jungr and John McDaniel

Phil Nicol

Ventoux

Save the date for  
our Christmas show!

Performances will run from 
Friday 21 - Monday 24 

December.

We don’t talk anymore…

If you haven’t heard from us in a while, it may be because you haven’t  
re-subscribed to our e-list. 

Earlier in the year, we contacted our e-list customers about the changes to 
data protection laws (GDPR). Our e-list is the best way to stay up-to-date 
about the latest acts appearing at The Old Town Hall, all of our offers and 
news, so please visit our website and sign up today: oldtownhall.co.uk

This festive season, we are delighted to 
welcome back family favourites, Little 
Blue Monster Productions with a brand 
new show for ages 3 years plus. The 
production is still to be announced, but 
be sure to follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter to stay up-to-date.

Mischief and Mystery in Moomin Valley



Gadebridge Splash Park 
Open May – September  
10am -6pm 
A brand new splash park has 
opened in Gadebridge Park this 
summer. The perfect place to cool 
off on a hot summer’s day. 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/splash 

National Playdays 
Adventure Playgrounds 
Tuesday 31 July 11am - 4pm  
Chaulden Adventure Playground

Wednesday 1 August 11am - 4pm  
Grovehill Adventure Playground

Thursday 2 August 11am - 4pm  
Adeyfield

A celebration of play. Join us at our 
family playdays this summer. 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/events

Lark in the Park 
Friday 29 August, 11am - 4pm 
Gadebridge Park 
Join us for a lark in the park as the 
summer holidays draw to a close 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/events

Armed Forces Day 
Saturday 30 June 10am - 4.30 pm 
Gadebridge Park 
Join us in the park for a whole 
day of family fun to celebrate our 
armed forces personnel 
www.dacorum.gov.uk/armed-forces

Pop-ups in the park  
At parks across Dacorum 
Free inflatable fun and go-karts 
is coming to a park near you this 
summer. For dates see page 12 or 
visit www.dacorum.co.uk/events

Hemel Old Town Market 
First Sunday of every month  
11am - 3pm 
With mixture of fresh produce, 
local crafts, handmade, unique 
and bespoke items there really is 
something for everyone.  
www.facebook.com/
HemelHempsteadOldTownSunday 
Market

Bennetts End Neighbourhood 
Association Summer Fair 2018 
Saturday 30 June, 11am to 2pm 
Bennetts End Community Centre 
This community event will feature a 
variety of stalls from local charities 
and public services to beauty, craft 
and local produce. We’re also lucky 
enough to have dance entertainment 
and a raffle featuring prizes donated 
by our stallholders. 
For more information, including 
stall hiring, follow us on Facebook 
@benacommunitycentre or email 
benasummerfair@gmail.com

Walk the Chalk 
Ivinghoe Beacon – meet at car park 
on Beacon Road 
Sunday 9 June 10.30 - 4pm 
Discover the beauty and rich natural 
environment of the chalk hills at 
Ivinghoe Beacon. Follow a family-
friendly route designed to showcase 
the variety of natural features and 
history of this rare habitat. 
Suitable for ages 5+, dogs on leads 
welcome 
£2 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events

To discover more ways to enjoy Dacorum and find events happening near you visit www.visitherts.co.uk

Parks

Festival at 40 
The Old Town Hall, Autumn season 
This autumn, The Old Town Hall 
is delighted to mark its fortieth 
anniversary as an arts venue with 
a special season of events named 
Festival at Forty. Events include 
a literary weekend, community 
performances, Youth Talent show, 
Film Festival Weekend and the 
return of the popular Fun Palace. 
www.toth.co.uk

Tring Summer Carnival 
Saturday 23 June, 12 – 5pm 
Pound Meadow, Station Road, 
Tring, HP23 5NG 
Come join the fun of Tring’s 
Summer Carnival - starting with 
the parade through the High Street 
processing to Pound Meadow 
where there will be lots of stalls, 
displays, entertainment and games. 
www.tringtogether.co.uk/events

Free

dacorum
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Free
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Free

Other
Events

Free

Free
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